
 

It had been a while since she had last seen it. But there it was, perched on the top of the list, just waiting to be watched again.
And so she clicked on the play button and waited for the video to buffer. When it started, she leaned back into her couch with a
small smile on her face. A few minutes in, she laughed out loud at one of the jokes that no doubt would have gone over her head
when she was thirteen years old. And then another few minutes later, her eyes were stinging from all of the tears that they were
threatening to shed along with laughter. It was at this moment that her phone rang. The sound startled her and she swiped the
screen to answer. "Hello?" "So, I'm guessing that you're watching the movie." Her friend's voice came from the other end of the
line. "Yeah," she replied quietly, "but I need to go in a few minutes, so don't give it away." She heard a knowing chuckle and she
had to chuckle herself. It was true what they said: laughter did hide a multitude of sins. And even though it had been six months
since they had met, Chandni could never hope to hide all of hers from him. Especially not this one. "I was wondering if you
wanted to meet up and catch this." There was a pause and Chandni heard him take a breath. "Don't worry, I'm not going to give
it away. But Sam's birthday is approaching fast and my dad's already asked me what we're doing as a party. So I thought that
since he's getting older, we'd do something special with the family. You know?" Even though she had been expecting him to ask
her out, it still came as a shock that he would think of something like this for his best friend's birthday. Chandni sat up straight
and turned her attention back to the movie. "I would love to," she replied. "But I have to watch this before I leave." She could
hear him laugh softly on the other side of the line. "Go on then," he said. "I'll talk to you later." He said it more eagerly than
Chandni was expecting, but she didn't really think anything of it until she hung up the phone. She had told him that they needed
to catch up sometime soon, but she had never actually expected him to agree…not this quickly anyway. She took a couple of
minutes to put her things away and then made her way to the corner grocery store. On the way, she stopped and picked up a gift
for Sam's birthday, despite the fact that he was still at least six months away. As she approached her apartment building, she
finally realized why it had been such a surprise when Raj had accepted her invitation at such short notice.. He knew exactly
when Sam would be getting his birthday gift. "Silly me," she said to herself as she unlocked the door and stepped inside.
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